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Unlimited India – The Tour Company
(A Complete Destination Management Company)
 XE "Banyan Tours and Travels" 
Unlimited India is a complete Destination Management Company functioning under the umbrella of V K Modi Group – A prominent and influential business house of India. Modi Group has been in the travel business for the last 15 years and comprises of Uniglobe Mod Tours & Travels (Corporate Travel Agency), Uniglobe Travel (S.A.) (Travel Franchising Company) and Geographical Company (Out Bound Tours). Mod Travels has been a leading travel company in India, also operating Inbound tours. Now a separate division under the brand name of Unlimited India has been started for the Inbound division. Mod Travels was awarded the Uniglobe franchise. 

Uniglobe Travel International, Inc. is the world’s largest single-brand travel franchise company with 1000 locations in 30 countries. Operating under a well-recognized brand name, UNIGLOBE travel agencies specialize in providing travel services to small and mid-sized corporate accounts and to leisure travellers. Annual system-wide sales volume is C$2.8 billion as a result of focusing on its target market of mid-sized corporate travel accounts and the leisure travel generates therein.

The Geographical Company started in 1999 is a wholesale outbound destination management company specialising in hotel & holiday packages worldwide. The company pioneered in bringing new destinations to the Indian tourist such as China, Eastern Europe, Morocco and Tunisia, Bhutan, Cambodia, Indonesia, Uganda and many more.

The Modi Group has multi-faceted business interests. Today the group has financial / technical ventures with leading companies of the world. These interests include Guardian Industries of the U.S. (World's Fourth Largest Glass Producer), MAN of Germany (World's Largest Producer of Power Generation Equipment) and Pizza Express of U.K. (U.K.'s Largest Restaurant Chain).

The team of Unlimited India comprises of professionals from the trade with the experience ranging from 7 to 20 years. We have our presence through our Uniglobe associate offices and representative offices in over 35 cities of India, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka.

Our company offers a comprehensive range of mid level to Luxury Travel related services, including:

· Specialised culture, adventure and wildlife tours

· Special Interest Groups

· High profile fashion shoots

· Luxury cruise and charter operations

· Conference and Incentive Programmes

With the name of Modi Group associated with the Destination Management Company, we are given the preference with the rates as well as the reservations at the individual as well as chain hotels. Our endeavour is to provide the quality of service to the clients.
India – A Complete Destination
India is as diverse as any ‘land mass’ can be — it is a miniature world, a complete planet by itself…. 

Not many regions in the world offer the kind of geographical diversity India has to offer – the highest mountains, the mightiest rivers, vast flatlands, dense forests, sun soaked beaches, golden deserts and hundreds of tropical islands. Certainly no other country juxtaposes Stone Age cultures and Post-modern groups – almost at the same time and space. In a bygone age, many civilizations flourished, kingdoms rose and fell — leaving behind an array of splendid historical sites, deserted monuments, battle-scarred forts and exquisite temples. Nowhere else in the world are people as colourful as the inhabitants of the region — they are forever ready to celebrate life. 

Indeed, India is in a unique position to offer its discerning clientele luxury and opulence within a historical ambience — quite literally, the best of both worlds.
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GOLDEN TRIANGLE

(Delhi – Agra – Jaipur)

Day 01 (Arrive Delhi)

Arrive Delhi this evening. Upon arrival you will be received and taken to the hotel….

Overnight: Delhi

Day 02 (Delhi)

Today you will do a full-day guided tour of Delhi. In the first half you will visit Old Delhi – visiting Jama Mosque and Red Fort. You will also have a chance to enjoy rickshaw ride in the by-lanes of the old city. In the afternoon you will be taken on a tour of New Delhi – visiting Qutab Minar, Humayun’s Tomb and drive past Government Buildings….

Overnight: Delhi (Breakfast)
Day 03 (Delhi – Agra)

This morning you will be driven to your next destination Agra (210 KM / 04 hours), where you will arrive around noon. In the afternoon you will be taken on a tour of Agra city – visiting Agra Fort and the incomparable Taj Mahal (Taj Mahal is closed on Fridays).

Overnight: Agra (Breakfast)

Day 04 (Agra – Jaipur)

After breakfast, you will be driven to Jaipur (250 KM / 06 hours) – en route visiting the deserted Mughal city of Fatehpur Sikri.  You will arrive in Jaipur in the afternoon and would be at leisure.

Overnight: Jaipur (Breakfast)

Day 05 (Jaipur)

This morning you will be taken to Amber Fort where you arrive atop an elephant. After visiting the fort, in the afternoon, you will be taken on the city tour – visiting City Palace and Jantar Mantar or Astronomical Observatory….

Overnight: Jaipur (Breakfast)

Day 06 (Jaipur – Delhi)

Morning will be at leisure. In the afternoon, you will be driven to Delhi (260 KM / 05 hours). On arrival in Delhi, you will be driven to an airport hotel for Dinner (pay directly). Later you will be escorted to the International Airport for your flight back home…

(Breakfast)
*****End of the arrangements*****

SUGGESTED HOTELS

	City
	Category – 1
	Category – 2

	Delhi
	Taj Palace – Superior Room
	The Park – Deluxe Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com 
	http://www.theparkhotels.com

	Agra
	Taj View – Taj Facing Room
	Trident Hilton – Pool Facing Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com
	http://trident-hilton.com

	Jaipur
	Jai Mahal Palace – Deluxe Room
	Trident Hilton – Lake Facing Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com
	http://trident-hilton.com


EXTENSION TOURS TO GOLDEN TRIANGLE
EXTENSION TO AMANBAGH

Those who want to extend their tour to include Aman Bagh at Ajabgarh may do so after Jaipur on Day 06 with a drive to Ajabgarh (2 Hours). Their tour will extend by 02 nights. 

Day 06 (Jaipur – Ajabgarh)

This morning you will be driven to Ajabgarh in Alwar District (2 hours) for a stay of 02 nights at Aman Bagh. You will arrive at Aman Bagh around noon and will be at leisure for the rest of the day. Aman Bagh sits in a walled oasis at the head of a gorge, which opens into a large valley. Flooded during the monsoon season, it becomes a lake which gradually recedes throughout the year until the monsoon rains return. It lies within a walled compound that was once used by the Maharajah of Alwar to site his mobile hunting camps in search of the elusive tigers known to roam the nearby hills. The resort is every bit a modern day “palace,” conceived in the present, but humbly paying homage to the traditional architecture and design that has prevailed throughout the past.

Overnight: Aman Bagh (Breakfast)


Day 07 (Ajabgarh)

Full day is at your leisure. 

Overnight: Aman Bagh (Breakfast)

Day 08 (Ajabgarh – Delhi)

Morning is at your leisure. Later in the afternoon you will be driven to Delhi (200 KM / 4 hours). On arrival in Delhi, you will be taken to an airport hotel (The Radisson) where room would be available to you till your flight back…. Later, around midnight you will be collected from the hotel and taken to the International Airport to board your flight back home….

(Breakfast)

*****End of the arrangements*****

SUGGESTED HOTELS

	City
	Hotel
	Website

	Ajabgarh
	Aman Bagh – Courtyard Haveli
	http://amanresorts.com


CLASSICAL RAJASTHAN
(Delhi-Agra-Jaipur-Jodhpur-Udaipur-Delhi)
Day 01 (Arrive Delhi)

Arrive Delhi this evening. Upon arrival you will be received and taken to the hotel….

Overnight: Delhi

Day 02 (Delhi)

Today you will do a full-day guided tour of Delhi. In the first half you will visit Old Delhi – visiting Jama Mosque and Red Fort. You will also have a chance to enjoy rickshaw ride in the by-lanes of the old city. In the afternoon you will be taken on a tour of New Delhi – visiting Qutab Minar, Humayun’s Tomb and drive past Government Buildings….

Overnight: Delhi (Breakfast)
Day 03 (Delhi – Agra)

This morning you will be driven to your next destination Agra (210 KM / 04 hours), where you will arrive around noon. In the afternoon you will be taken on a tour of Agra city – visiting Agra Fort and the incomparable Taj Mahal (Taj Mahal is closed on Fridays).

Overnight: Agra (Breakfast)

Day 04 (Agra – Jaipur)

After breakfast, you will be driven to Jaipur (250 KM / 06 hours) – en route visiting the deserted Mughal city of Fatehpur Sikri.  You will arrive in Jaipur in the afternoon and would be at leisure.

Overnight: Jaipur (Breakfast)

Day 05 (Jaipur)

This morning you will be taken to Amber Fort where you arrive atop an elephant. After visiting the fort, in the afternoon, you will be taken on the city tour – visiting City Palace and Jantar Mantar or Astronomical Observatory….

Overnight: Jaipur (Breakfast)

Day 06 (Jaipur – Jodhpur)

Day will be at leisure. Later in the evening you will be collected from your hotel and taken to the airport in time to connect your flight to Jodhpur (CD-7471; Departing Jaipur at 1710 hours; Arriving Jodhpur at 1750 hours). Upon arrival in Jodhpur, you will be received and taken to your hotel.

Overnight: Jodhpur (Breakfast)

Day 07 (Jodhpur)
This morning you will enjoy a sightseeing tour of Jodhpur city – visiting the Mehrangarh Fort and Jaswant Thada. Rest of the day is at your leisure.

Overnight: Jodhpur (Breakfast)

Day 08 (Jodhpur – Udaipur)
This morning you will be driven to Udaipur – en route visiting Ranakpur Jain Temples and Kumbhalgarh Fort which is the largest fort complex in India. You will arrive in Udaipur later in the afternoon and would be at leisure for the rest of the day.

Overnight: Udaipur (Breakfast)

Day 09 (Udaipur)

After an easy morning, today you will be taken on Udaipur city tour – visiting City Palace and Jagdish Temple. In the afternoon you will enjoy a boat ride on Lake Pichola (subject to water levels in the lake). Rest of the day may be at leisure or you may explore on own….

Overnight: Udaipur (Breakfast)

Day 10 (Udaipur – Delhi – Onward Destination)

After morning at leisure you will be taken to Udaipur airport to board your flight to Delhi (9W-708; Departing Udaipur at 1530 hours; Arriving Delhi at 1640 hours). Upon arrival in Delhi you will be received and taken to an airport hotel (The Radisson) where room would be available to you till your flight back…. Later, around midnight you will be collected from the hotel and taken to the International Airport to board your flight back home….

(Breakfast)

*****End of the arrangements*****
SUGGESTED HOTELS

	City
	Category – 1
	Category – 2

	Delhi
	Taj Palace – Superior Room
	The Park – Deluxe Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com 
	http://www.theparkhotels.com

	Agra
	Taj View – Taj Facing Room
	Trident Hilton – Pool Facing Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com
	http://trident-hilton.com

	Jaipur
	Jai Mahal Palace – Deluxe Room
	Trident Hilton – Lake Facing Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com
	http://trident-hilton.com

	Jodhpur
	Taj Hari Mahal – Superior Room
	Ajit Bhawan – Deluxe Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com
	http://ajitbhawan.com

	Udaipur 
	Lake Palace – Lake Facing Room
	Fateh Prakash – Dovecote Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com 
	http://hrhindia.com


HERITAGE RAJASTHAN 
(Delhi-Agra-Samode-Nimaj-Rohet-Narlai-Udaipur-Delhi)
Day 01 (Arrive Delhi)

Arrive Delhi this evening. Upon arrival you will be received and taken to the hotel….

Overnight: The Imperial – Heritage Room

Day 02 (Delhi)

Today you will do a full-day guided tour of Delhi. In the first half you will visit Old Delhi – visiting Jama Mosque and Red Fort. You will also have a chance to enjoy rickshaw ride in the by-lanes of the old city. In the afternoon you will be taken on a tour of New Delhi – visiting Qutab Minar, Humayun’s Tomb and drive past Government Buildings….

Overnight: The Imperial – Heritage Room (Breakfast)

Day 03 (Delhi – Agra)

This morning you will be driven to your next destination Agra (210 KM / 04 hours), where you will arrive around noon. In the afternoon you will be taken on a tour of Agra city – visiting Agra Fort and the incomparable Taj Mahal (Taj Mahal is closed on Fridays).

Overnight: Amar Vilas – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 04 (Agra – Samode)

After breakfast, you will be driven to Samode (260 KM / 06 hours) – en route visiting the deserted Mughal city of Fatehpur Sikri. You will arrive in Samode around afternoon and would be at leisure for the rest of the day or you may explore the city on your own.

Overnight: Samode Palace – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 05 (Samode – Jaipur – Samode)

Today you will do a full day excursion to Jaipur. In the morning you will be taken to Amber Fort where you arrive atop an elephant. After visiting the fort, in the afternoon, you will be taken on the city tour – visiting City Palace and Jantar Mantar or Astronomical Observatory….

Overnight: Samode Palace – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 06
(Samode – Nimaj)

This morning you will be driven (240 KM / 6 hours) to Nimaj where you spend 2 nights in the tents on the dam overlooking the lake. It is a truly magical place run by the Nimaj family. The afternoon may be spent in leisure….

Overnight: Chhatrasagar Camps (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 07 (Nimaj)

Spend the day here walking round the lake, bird watching, exploring the surrounding lands, visiting the temple or chatting with the family. There will be evening ‘sundowners’ on the hill overlooking the lake, prior to dinner on the dam.

Overnight: Chhatrasagar Camps (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 08
 (Nimaj – Rohet)

This morning you continue your journey south-west to the small village of Rohet where you spend 2 nights at Rohetgarh. After resting a while, in the afternoon you will be taken for a Bishnoi Village Safari – Bishnoi people are known the world over for their love for animal and plant life; they protect all life form as a part of their religion…. 

Overnight: Rohetgarh – Lake Facing Room (Breakfast)

Day 09 (Rohet – Jodhpur – Rohet)

Today you will be taken on a Jodhpur city tour – visiting Mehrangarh Fort and Jaswant Thada. The afternoon will be spent in leisure….

Overnight: Rohetgarh – Lake Facing Room (Breakfast)

Day 10 (Rohet – Ranakpur – Narlai)

After a leisurely morning you will be driven to Narlai (140 KM / 03 hours) – en route visiting Ranakpur Jain Temples. The rest of the day may be spent in leisure at Narlai or you may explore the little village and its surroundings….

Overnight: Rawla Narlai – Standard Room (Breakfast)

Day 11 (Narlai – Kumbhalgarh – Udaipur)

This morning you will be driven to Udaipur - en route you will visit Kumbhalgarh Fort which is the largest fort complex in India. You will arrive in Udaipur in the afternoon and would be at leisure for the rest of the day.

Overnight: Lake Palace – Lake Facing Room (Breakfast)

Day 12 (Udaipur)

After an easy morning, today you will be taken on Udaipur city tour – visiting City Palace and Jagdish Temple. In the afternoon you will enjoy a boat ride on Lake Pichola (subject to water levels in the lake). Rest of the day may be at leisure or you may explore on own….

Overnight: Lake Palace – Lake Facing Room (Breakfast)

Day 13 (Udaipur – Delhi – Onward Destination)

After morning at leisure you will be taken to Udaipur airport to board your flight to Delhi (9W-708; Departing Udaipur at 1530 hours; Arriving Delhi at 1640 hours). Upon arrival in Delhi you will be received and taken to an airport hotel (The Radisson) where room would be available to you till your flight back…. Later, around midnight you will be collected from the hotel and taken to the International Airport to board your flight back home….

(Breakfast)

*****End of the arrangements*****
SUGGESTED HOTELS

	City
	Hotel
	Website

	Delhi
	The Imperial
	http://theimperialindia.com

	Agra
	Amar Vilas
	http://oberoihotels.com

	Jaipur/Samode
	Samode Palace
	http://samode.com 

	Nimaj
	Chhatrasagar Camp
	http://chhatrasagar.com

	Jodhpur/Rohet
	Rohetgarh
	http://rohetgarh.com

	Narlai
	Rawla Narlai
	http://heritagehotels.com/rawlanarlai

	Udaipur
	Lake Palace
	http://tajhotels.com

	Delhi
	The Radisson
	http://radisson.com/newdelhiin


DESERT KINGDOM OF RAJASTHAN 
(Delhi-Agra-Samode-Mandawa-Bikaner-Jaisalmer-Khimsar-Rohet-Deogarh-Udaipur-Delhi)
Day 01 (Arrive Delhi)

Arrive Delhi this evening. Upon arrival you will be received and taken to the hotel….

Overnight: The Imperial – Heritage Room

Day 02 (Delhi)

Today you will do a full-day guided tour of Delhi. In the first half you will visit Old Delhi – visiting Jama Mosque and Red Fort. You will also have a chance to enjoy rickshaw ride in the by-lanes of the old city. In the afternoon you will be taken on a tour of New Delhi – visiting Qutab Minar, Humayun’s Tomb and drive past Government Buildings….

Overnight: The Imperial – Heritage Room (Breakfast)

Day 03 (Delhi – Agra)

This morning you will be driven to your next destination Agra (210 KM / 04 hours), where you will arrive around noon. In the afternoon you will be taken on a tour of Agra city – visiting Agra Fort and the incomparable Taj Mahal (Taj Mahal is closed on Fridays).

Overnight: Amar Vilas – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 04 (Agra – Samode)

After breakfast, you will be driven to Samode (260 KM / 06 hours) – en route visiting the deserted Mughal city of Fatehpur Sikri. You will arrive in Samode around afternoon and would be at leisure for the rest of the day or you may explore the city on your own.

Overnight: Samode Palace – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 05 (Samode – Jaipur – Samode)

Today you will do a full day excursion to Jaipur. In the morning you will be taken to Amber Fort where you arrive atop an elephant. After visiting the fort, in the afternoon, you will be taken on the city tour – visiting City Palace and Jantar Mantar or Astronomical Observatory….

Overnight: Samode Palace – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 06
(Samode – Mandawa)

This morning you will be driven to Mandawa, situated in the Shekhawati region. You will arrive in Mandawa before noon and check into Castle Mandawa, which dates back to 1760 and has a charming medieval atmosphere. 

In the afternoon, you explore Mandawa and the famous painted havelis of the Tibrewala and the Modis, Khetri Mahal and Biharji Temple.

Overnight: Castle Mandawa (Breakfast)

Day 07
(Mandawa – Bikaner)

Today, you will be driven to Bikaner visiting the medieval town of Fatehpur en route (220 KM / 6 hours). Here, you visit the Goenka Haveli, which has beautiful mirror-work and some fine murals. You also see the remains of a huge 17th century step-well. You will arrive Bikaner in the afternoon and will be at leisure for the rest of the day.

Overnight: Gajner Palace (Breakfast)

Day 08
(Bikaner)

Morning enjoy a visit the Junagarh Fort, and the Palace museum. This houses an array of interesting artefacts including gilt, and a vast carpet made by prisoners of Bikaner. Delicate jali work and friezes cover every surface and romantic cupolas rise to the skyline. Afternoon is at leisure. Later in the evening visit the camel breeding farm.

Overnight: Gajner Palace (Breakfast)

Day 09 (Bikaner – Jaisalmer)

This morning you will be driven to Jaisalmer (300 KM / 7 hours) — Rajasthan’s most enchanting destination, an oasis of colour, ancient palaces and delicately sculpted houses. In the afternoon you will be taken for a brief tour of the cenotaphs of Jaisalmer.

Overnight: Fort Rajwada (Breakfast)

Day 10 (Jaisalmer)

This morning you will enjoy a half-day sightseeing tour of the Fort and the Havelis. Early in the evening you will be taken to Sam sand dunes to enjoy a brief camel ride in the desert. Rest of the day is at leisure. 

Overnight: Fort Rajwada (Breakfast)

Day 11 (Jaisalmer – Khimsar)

This morning you will be driven to Khimsar, a village on the edge of the Great Thar desert, where you stay a night at the peaceful, wonderfully restored 16th century Khimsar Fort*. Rest of the day is at your leisure.

Overnight: Khimsar Fort (Breakfast)

Day 12 (Khimsar – Rohet)

This morning you continue your journey south-west to the small village of Rohet where you spend 2 nights at Rohetgarh. After resting a while, in the afternoon you will be taken for a Bishnoi Village Safari – Bishnoi people are known the world over for their love for animal and plant life; they protect all life form as a part of their religion…. 

Overnight: Rohetgarh – Lake Facing Room (Breakfast)

Day 13 (Rohet – Jodhpur – Rohet)

Today you will be taken on a Jodhpur city tour – visiting Mehrangarh Fort and Jaswant Thada. The afternoon will be spent in leisure….

Overnight: Rohetgarh – Lake Facing Room (Breakfast)

Day 14 (Rohet – Deogarh)

This morning you will be driven to Deogarh (140 KM / 03 hours) where you will arrive early in the evening and would be at leisure….

Overnight: Deogarh Mahal – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 15 (Deogarh – Udaipur)

This morning you will be driven to Udaipur - en route you will visit Kumbhalgarh Fort which is the largest fort complex in India. You will arrive in Udaipur in the afternoon and would be at leisure for the rest of the day.

Overnight: Lake Palace – Lake Facing Room (Breakfast)

Day 16 (Udaipur)

After an easy morning, today you will be taken on Udaipur city tour – visiting City Palace and Jagdish Temple. In the afternoon you will enjoy a boat ride on Lake Pichola (subject to water levels in the lake). Rest of the day may be at leisure or you may explore on own….

Overnight: Lake Palace – Lake Facing Room (Breakfast)

Day 17 (Udaipur – Delhi – Onward Destination)

After morning at leisure you will be taken to Udaipur airport to board your flight to Delhi (9W-708; Departing Udaipur at 1530 hours; Arriving Delhi at 1640 hours). Upon arrival in Delhi you will be received and taken to an airport hotel (The Radisson) where room would be available to you till your flight back…. Later, around midnight you will be collected from the hotel and taken to the International Airport to board your flight back home….

(Breakfast)

*****End of the arrangements*****
SUGGESTED HOTELS

	City
	Hotel
	Website

	Delhi
	The Imperial
	http://theimperialindia.com

	Agra
	Amar Vilas
	http://oberoihotels.com

	Jaipur/Samode
	Samode Palace
	http://samode.com 

	Mandawa
	Castle Mandawa
	http://castlemandawa.com

	Bikaner
	Gajner Palace
	http://hrhindia.com

	Jaisalmer
	Fort Rajwada
	http://fortrajwada.com

	Khimsar
	Khimsar Fort
	http://welcomheritage.com

	Jodhpur/Rohet
	Rohetgarh
	http://rohetgarh.com

	Deogarh
	Deogarh Mahal
	http://deogarhmahal.com

	Udaipur
	Lake Palace
	http://tajhotels.com

	Delhi
	The Radisson
	http://radisson.com/newdelhiin


INTRODUCTION TO INDIA
(Delhi-Varanasi-Khajuraho-Orchha-Agra-Jaipur-Jodhpur-Udaipur-Delhi)
Day 01 (Arrive Delhi)

Arrive Delhi this evening. Upon arrival you will be received and taken to the hotel where you will be received to traditional welcome.

Overnight: Delhi

Day 02 (Delhi)

Today you will do a full-day guided tour of Delhi. In the first half you will visit Old Delhi – visiting Jama Mosque and Red Fort. You will also have a chance to enjoy rickshaw ride in the by-lanes of the old city. In the afternoon you will be taken on a tour of New Delhi – visiting Qutab Minar, Humayun’s Tomb and drive past Government Buildings….

Overnight: Delhi (Breakfast)

Day 03 (Delhi – Varanasi)

This morning you will be escorted to the airport in time for your flight to Varanasi (9W-723; Departing Delhi at 1040 hours; Arriving Varanasi at 1150 hours). Upon arrival in Varanasi you will be received and taken to the hotel. Later in the afternoon you will be taken to visit the Holy Ganges…as you walk around the bathing platforms you will see people performing their evening rituals.

Overnight: Varanasi (Breakfast)

Day 04 (Varanasi)
Early morning you will be taken to the Ganges once again. This time you will enjoy a boat ride on the holy river – watching from your boat people performing their morning rituals, cremating their dear ones, meditating on bathing ghats, etc. The boat ride will be followed by a walking tour of the old town through its narrow alleys. After a leisurely forenoon, you will be taken to visit Sarnath – where Buddha is believed to have preached his first sermon (Sarnath Museum is closed on Fridays). 

Overnight: Varanasi (Breakfast)
Day 05 (Varanasi – Khajuraho)
Today you will be collected from your hotel and taken to the airport to board your flight for Khajuraho (9W-723; Departing Varanasi at 1220; Arriving Khajuraho at 1300 hours). Upon arrival in Khajuraho you will be received and taken to your hotel. Later in the afternoon you will enjoy a sightseeing tour of Khajuraho temples.

Overnight: Khajuraho (Breakfast)
Day 06 (Khajuraho – Orchha)

Today you will be driven to the sleepy medieval town of Orchha (03 hours). Orchha was founded in the 16th century by the Bundela Rajput chieftain, Rudra Pratap, who chose this stretch of land along the Betwa River as an ideal site for his capital.  In this medieval city, the hand of time has rested lightly and the palaces and temples built by its Bundela rulers in the 16th and 17th centuries retain much of their pristine perfection.  You will be taken on a sightseeing tour of Orchha in the afternoon.

Overnight: Orchha (Breakfast)
Day 07 (Orchha – Gwalior – Agra)

This morning you will be driven to Gwalior (04 ½ hours), where you will visit the Gwalior Fort - standing on a steep mass of sandstone, Gwalior Fort dominates the city and is its most magnificent monument. It has been a scene of momentous events: imprisonments, battles and jauhars. The magnificent outer walls of the Fort still stand, two miles in length and 35 feet high, bearing witness to its reputation for being one of the most invincible forts of India. This imposing structure inspired Emperor Babar to describe it "the pearl amongst the fortresses of Hind." Also visit the Jai Vilas Museum - splendour of a different kind exists in the Jai Vilas Palace, current residence of the Scindia family. The 35 rooms have been made into the Scindia Museum, and in these rooms, so evocative of a regal lifestyle, the past comes alive. Jai Vilas is an Italianate structure which combines the Tuscan and Corinthian architectural modes. 

Later in the evening you will be taken to the rail station to board your train for Agra (Shatabdi Express; Departing Gwalior at 1910; Arriving Agra at 2035 hours). Upon arrival in Agra you will be received and taken to the hotel. 

Overnight: Agra (Breakfast)

Day 08 (Agra)

Today you will enjoy a tour of Agra city. In the first half you will visit Agra Fort and the Tomb of Itimad-ud-Daulah. Later in the afternoon you will visit the incomparable Taj Mahal where you stay till after sunset (Taj Mahal is closed on Fridays). 

Overnight: Agra (Breakfast)

Day 09 (Agra – Jaipur)

After breakfast, you will be driven to Jaipur (250 KM / 06 hours) – en route visiting the deserted Mughal city of Fatehpur Sikri.  You will arrive in Jaipur in the afternoon and would be at leisure.

Overnight: Jaipur (Breakfast)

Day 10 (Jaipur)

This morning you will be taken to Amber Fort where you arrive atop an elephant. After visiting the fort, in the afternoon, you will be taken on the city tour – visiting City Palace and Jantar Mantar or Astronomical Observatory….

Overnight: Jaipur (Breakfast)

Day 11 (Jaipur – Jodhpur)

Day will be at leisure. Later in the evening you will be collected from your hotel and taken to the airport in time to connect your flight to Jodhpur (CD-7471; Departing Jaipur at 1710 hours; Arriving Jodhpur at 1750 hours). Upon arrival in Jodhpur, you will be received and taken to your hotel.

Overnight: Jodhpur (Breakfast)

Day 12 (Jodhpur)
This morning you will enjoy a sightseeing tour of Jodhpur city – visiting the Mehrangarh Fort and Jaswant Thada. Rest of the day is at your leisure.

Overnight: Jodhpur (Breakfast)

Day 13 (Jodhpur – Udaipur)
This morning you will be driven to Udaipur – en route visiting Ranakpur Jain Temples and Kumbhalgarh Fort which is the largest fort complex in India. You will arrive in Udaipur later in the afternoon and would be at leisure for the rest of the day.

Overnight: Udaipur (Breakfast)

Day 14 (Udaipur)

After an easy morning, today you will be taken on Udaipur city tour – visiting City Palace and Jagdish Temple. In the afternoon you will enjoy a boat ride on Lake Pichola (subject to water levels in the lake). Rest of the day may be at leisure or you may explore on own….

Overnight: Udaipur (Breakfast)

Day 15 (Udaipur – Delhi – Onward Destination)

After morning at leisure you will be taken to Udaipur airport to board your flight to Delhi (9W-708; Departing Udaipur at 1530 hours; Arriving Delhi at 1640 hours). Upon arrival in Delhi you will be received and taken to an airport hotel (The Radisson) where room would be available to you till your flight back…. Later, around midnight you will be collected from the hotel and taken to the International Airport to board your flight back home….

(Breakfast)

*****End of the arrangements*****
SUGGESTED HOTELS

	City
	Category – 1
	Category – 2

	Delhi
	Taj Palace – Superior Room
	The Park – Deluxe Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com 
	http://www.theparkhotels.com

	Varanasi
	Taj Ganges – Superior Room
	Palace on Ganges – Standard Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com
	http://palaceonganges.com

	Khajuraho
	Jass Hotel – Standard Room
	Holiday Inn – Standard Room

	
	No Website
	http://www.holiday-inn.com 

	Orchha
	Amar Mahal – Standard Room
	Amar Mahal – Standard Room

	
	http://alsisar.com
	http://alsisar.com

	Agra
	Taj View – Taj Facing Room
	Trident Hilton – Pool Facing Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com
	http://trident-hilton.com

	Jaipur
	Jai Mahal Palace – Deluxe Room
	Trident Hilton – Lake Facing Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com
	http://trident-hilton.com

	Jodhpur
	Taj Hari Mahal – Superior Room
	Ajit Bhawan – Superior Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com
	http://ajitbhawan.com

	Udaipur 
	Lake Palace – Lake Facing Room
	Fateh Prakash – Dovecote Room

	
	http://tajhotels.com 
	http://hrhindia.com

	Delhi
	Radisson Hotel – Superior Room
	Radisson Hotel – Superior Room

	
	http://radisson.com/newdelhiin
	http://radisson.com/newdelhiin


CENTRAL INDIA
(Delhi-Jaipur-Agra-Khajuraho-Orchha-Bhopal-Maheshwar-Delhi)
Day 01 (Arrive Delhi)

Arrive Delhi this evening. Upon arrival you will be received and taken to the hotel….

Overnight: The Imperial – Heritage Room

Day 02 (Delhi)

Today you will do a full-day guided tour of Delhi. In the first half you will visit Old Delhi – visiting Jama Mosque and Red Fort. You will also have a chance to enjoy rickshaw ride in the by-lanes of the old city. In the afternoon you will be taken on a tour of New Delhi – visiting Qutab Minar, Humayun’s Tomb and drive past Government Buildings….

Overnight: The Imperial – Heritage Room (Breakfast)
Day 03 (Delhi – Jaipur)

This morning you will be driven to your next destination Jaipur (260 KM / 05 hours). You will arrive in Jaipur in the afternoon and would be at leisure.

Overnight: Raj Vilas – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 04 (Jaipur)

This morning you will be taken to Amber Fort where you arrive atop an elephant. After visiting the fort, in the afternoon, you will be taken on the city tour – visiting City Palace and Jantar Mantar or Astronomical Observatory….

Overnight: Raj Vilas – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 05 (Jaipur – Agra)

After breakfast, you will be driven to Jaipur (250 KM / 06 hours) – en route visiting the deserted Mughal city of Fatehpur Sikri. Rest of the day is at your leisure.

Overnight: Amar Vilas – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 06 (Agra)

Today you will enjoy a tour of Agra city. In the first half you will visit Agra Fort and the Tomb of Itimad-ud-Daulah. Later in the afternoon you will visit the incomparable Taj Mahal where you stay till after sunset (Taj Mahal is closed on Fridays). 

Overnight: Amar Vilas – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 07 (Agra – Jhansi - Khajuraho)

This morning you will be collected form the hotel and taken to the rail station in time to board your train to Jhansi (Shatabdi Express; Departing Agra at 0815 hours; Arriving Jhansi at 1040 hours). You will be met upon arrival in Jhansi and driven to Khajuraho (04 ½ hours) – en route visit the Jain Temple complex at Sonagir and the Fortress Palace of Datia. You will arrive Khajuraho later in the afternoon and will be at leisure for the rest of the day.

Overnight: Taj Chandela – Superior Room (Breakfast)
Day 08 (Khajuraho)

Today in the morning you enjoy a sightseeing tour of Khajuraho temples. Afternoon is at leisure.

Overnight: Taj Chandela – Superior Room (Breakfast)
Day 09 (Khajuraho – Orchha)

Today you will be driven to the sleepy medieval town of Orchha (03 hours). Orchha was founded in the 16th century by the Bundela Rajput chieftain, Rudra Pratap, who chose this stretch of land along the Betwa River as an ideal site for his capital.  In this medieval city, the hand of time has rested lightly and the palaces and temples built by its Bundela rulers in the 16th & 17th centuries retain much of their pristine perfection.  You will be taken on a sightseeing tour of Orchha.

Overnight: Amar Mahal – Standard Room (Breakfast)
Day 10 (Orchha – Jhansi – Bhopal)

This morning you will be collected from the hotel and taken to the Jhansi rail station in time to board your train to Bhopal (Shatabdi Express; Departing Jhansi at 1048 hours; Arriving Bhopal at 1410 hours). You will be met upon arrival in Bhopal and taken to the hotel. Later in the afternoon you will enjoy a sightseeing tour of Bhopal city.

Overnight: Noor-Us-Subah Palace – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 11 (Bhopal – Sanchi – Bhopal)

Today you will enjoy an excursion to Sanchi - an ancient seat of Buddhist learning and place of pilgrimage. Sanchi is a serene hill crowned by a group of stupas, monasteries, temples and pillars dating from 3rd Century BC to the 12th Century AD. The Buddha is not represented through figure at Sanchi, but through symbols, as was the tradition in the early period of Buddhism. The lotus represents the Buddha's birth, the tree signifies his enlightenment, the Wheel represents his first sermon and the Stupa represents his nirvana or salvation. The footprints and the throne denote the Buddha's presence.

Overnight: Noor-Us-Subah Palace – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)
Day 12 (Bhopal – Maheshwar)

This morning you will be driven to Maheshwar (5 hours) for your stay at Ahilya Fort, which is situated high above the banks of the sacred Narmada River. Ahilya Fort was the capital of one of India's celebrated women rulers-Ahilya Bai Holkar. The ramparts of the fort were built in the 16th century, by the renowned Mughal emperor Akbar; Maheshwar itself has been continually inhabited for some 4000 years. You can explore the fort and its many temples by walking down to the riverside, and stroll along the beautiful ghats. 

Overnight: Ahilya Fort – Superior Room (Lunch, Dinner)

Day 13 (Maheshwar – Mandu – Maheshwar)

Today you will enjoy a full day excursion to Mandu, a 15th century marvel of early Islamic architecture, set amongst forests and ravines at the edge of the Malwa plateau. Today Mandu is an abandoned town, but its many buildings are in good repair and well worth a visit.

Perched along the Vindhya ranges at an altitude of 2000 feet, Mandu, with its natural defences, was originally the fort capital of the Parmar rulers of Malwa. Towards the end of the 13th century, it came under the sway of the Sultans of Malwa, the first of whom named it Shadiabad - 'city of joy'. And indeed the pervading spirit of Mandu was of gaiety; its rulers built exquisite palaces like the Jahaz and Hindola Mahals, ornamental canals, baths and pavilions, as graceful and refined as those times of peace and plenty.  It is a celebration in stone of life and joy, of the love of the poet-prince Baz Bahadur for his beautiful consort Rani Roopmati.

Overnight: Ahilya Fort – Superior Room (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 14 (Maheshwar)

Day is at your leisure or explore on own. 

Overnight: Ahilya Fort – Superior Room (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 15 (Maheshwar – Indore – Delhi – Onward Destination)

After a leisurely day, today you will be taken to Indore airport to board your flight to Delhi (CD-7133; Departing Indore at 1735 hours; Arriving Delhi at 1950 hours). Upon arrival in Delhi you will be received and taken to International Airport to board your flight back home….

(Breakfast)

*****End of the arrangements*****

SUGGESTED HOTELS

	City
	Hotel
	Website

	Delhi
	The Imperial
	http://theimperialindia.com

	Jaipur
	Raj Vilas
	http://oberoihotels.com

	Agra
	Amar Vilas
	http://oberoihotels.com

	Khajuraho
	Taj Chandela
	http://tajhotels.com

	Orchha
	Amar Mahal
	http://alsisar.com

	Bhopal
	Noor-Us-Subah Palace
	http://welcomheritage.com

	Maheshwar
	Ahilya Fort
	http://ahilyafort.com


WILDLIFE TOUR

(Delhi-Pench-Kanha-Bandhavgarh-Agra-Delhi)
Day 01 (Arrive Delhi)

Arrive Delhi tonight. Upon arrival at Delhi International Airport you will be received and taken to the hotel.

Overnight: The Imperial – Heritage Room

Day 02 (Delhi) 

Delhi is a charming city, which juxtaposes ancient and modern in the same time and space. Late morning you will enjoy a combined sightseeing tour of Delhi – visiting Jama Mosque, Gandhi’s cremation site, Qutab Minar and drive past Government Buildings.

Overnight: The Imperial – Heritage Room

Day 03 (Delhi – Nagpur – Pench National Park)

Morning you will be escorted to the airport in time to connect your flight (IC-869; Departing Delhi at 0550; Arriving Nagpur at 0845 hours). You will be met upon arrival and transferred to Pench National Park (93 kilometres, approximately 2 hours driving distance).

Pench National Park is nestled in the lower southern reaches of the Satpura hills; the park is named after Pench River which flows from North to South through the National Park and covers a total of 760 sq kilometres of land. With a core area of 292 sq kilometres, it is a mix of moist deciduous and dry deciduous teak forest. Various water streams cross the forest with The Pench Reservoir at the centre of the park being the main water source. The main flora of the park include: teak and its associates Moyan, Mahua, Mokha, Skiras, Tendu, Bija, Achar, Garari, Aonla, Bhaman, Baranga, Amaltas, Bhirra, Palas. Bamboo occurs sparsely restricted to some valleys. Main fauna includes: Tiger, Leopard, Jungle Cat, Leopard Cat, Striped Hynaes, Wild Dog, Wolf, Jackals, Sloth Bear, Pangolin, Mongoose, Wild Boar, Gaur, Blue Bull, Spotted Deer, Sambar, Barking Deer, Porcupine etc. The reptiles include: Fresh Water crocodiles, Indian Chameleon, Common Krait, Indian Rock Python, Cobra, Indian Flap Shell turtle, Peninsular Black turtle etc. Fish include: Padhan, Jhunda, Sanbal, Chalar, Dadai. Mahur, Kunda, Mrigal, Rohu, Calbasu, and Mahasir etc. Birdlife includes: Malabar Pied Hornbills, Grey Hornbills, Crested Serpent Eagle, Vultures, Paradise Fly Catchers, Drongos, Minivets, Golden Orioles, and around 250 more species of birds are commonly seen.

Later in the afternoon enjoy a game drive in the National Park. 

Overnight: Bagh Van (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 04 (Pench National Park)

Morning enjoy a game in the National Park. Midday is free for walks in and around the lodge. Afternoon enjoy a game drive in the National Park.

Overnight: Bagh Van (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 05 (Pench National Park - Kanha National Park)

Morning enjoy a game drive in the National Park. After breakfast drive to Kanha National Park (170 kilometres, approximately 4 hours driving distance).

Kanha is one the largest national parks in India extending over 1945 sq. km. of undulating country, which includes a core area of 940 sqkm. Kanha has some 22 species of mammals. The most easily spotted are the stripped palm squirrel, common langur, jackal, wild pig, chital or spotted deer, barasingha or swamp deer, sambhar and black buck. Less commonly seen species are tiger, Indian hare, dhole or Indian wild dog, barking deer and Indian bison or gaur. Other animals found in the park are Indian fox, sloth bear, striped hyena, jungle cat, panther, mouse deer, four-horned antelope, porcupine and wolf. Kanha has some 200 species of birds. The commonly seen species of birds include cattle egret, pond heron, black ibis, common peafowl, crested serpent eagle, racket-tailed drongo, hawk eagle, various species of fly-catcher, woodpecker, pigeon, dove, parakeet, babbler, mynah, Indian roller, white-breasted kingfisher and grey hornbill.

Afternoon enjoy a game drive in the National Park.

Overnight: Sher Garh (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 06 (Kanha National Park)

Morning enjoy a game drive in the National Park; midday is free for walks in and around the lodge; afternoon enjoy your second game drive of the day….

Overnight: Sher Garh (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Day 07 (Kanha National Park)

Morning enjoy a game drive in the National Park; midday is free for walks in and around the lodge; afternoon enjoy your second game drive of the day….

Overnight: Sher Garh (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Day 08 (Kanha National Park - Bandhavgarh National Park)

Morning enjoy a game drive in the National Park. After breakfast drive to Bandhavgarh National Park (250 kilometres approximately 6 hours driving distance).

Set amidst the Vindhyanchal ranges, the park covers an area of 437 sq. km. and has a series of  ridges running through it. About half the park is covered with fine stands of Sal while mixed forests are found in the higher reaches of the hills. Stretches of bamboo and grasslands are found throughout. The main view area is still in the core of the park with its 32 picturesque wooded hills.

There are more than 22 species of mammals and 250 species of birds. Common langurs and rhesus macaque represent the primate group. Carnivores include the Asiatic Jackal, Bengal Fox, Sloth Bear, Ratel, Grey Mongoose, Striped Hyena, Jungle Cat, Leopard and of course the most famous of all the Royal Bengal Tiger. The other animals spotted in the park are Wild Boar, Spotted Deer, Sambhar, Nilgai, Chinkara and Gaur. The vegetation along streams and marshes is rich in bird-life. The common ones are little Grebe, Egret, Lesser Adjutant, Sarus Crane, Black Ibis, Lesser Whistling Teal, White-eyed Buzzard, Black Kite, Crested Serpent Eagle, Black Vulture, Egyptian Vulture, Common Peafowl, Red Jungle Fowl, Dove, Parakeet, Kingfisher and Indian Roller. Reptilian fauna include Cobra, Krait, Viper, Rat snake, Python, Turtle and a number of lizard species.

Overnight: Tiger Den (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 09 (Bandhavgarh National Park)

Morning enjoy a game in the National Park along with the elephant ride (subject to availability). Midday is free for walks in and around the Lodge. Afternoon enjoy a game drive in the Park.

Overnight: Tiger Den (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Day 10 (Bandhavgarh National Park – Umaria – Overnight train to Agra) 

Morning enjoy a game drive in the National Park. The rest of the day will be at leisure…. Later in the evening you will be transferred to Umaria rail terminal in time to connect your overnight train (Kalinga Utkal Express; Departing at 2025 hours; Arriving Agra at 0920 hours on the following morning….

Overnight: Onboard Overnight Train (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 11 (Arrive Agra)

Arrive Agra at 0920 hours. Met upon arrival in Agra and transferred to your hotel for the stay of 01 night. Morning is at leisure. Afternoon enjoy a sightseeing tour of Agra city including the visit to the Taj Mahal and the Red Fort. 

Overnight: Amar Vilas – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 12 (Agra – Delhi)

Morning will be at leisure. In the afternoon, you will be driven to Delhi (210 KM / 04 hours). On arrival in Delhi, you will be driven to an airport hotel for Dinner (pay directly). Later you will be escorted to the International Airport for your flight back home…

(Breakfast)
*****End of the arrangements*****

SUGGESTED HOTELS

	City
	Hotel
	Website

	Delhi
	The Imperial
	http://theimperialindia.com

	Pench
	Bagh Van
	http://wildindiacamps.com

	Kanha
	Sher Garh
	http://shergarh.com

	Bandhavgarh
	Tiger Den
	http://naturesafariindia.com

	Agra
	Amar Vilas
	http://oberoihotels.com

	Delhi
	The Radisson
	http://radisson.com/newdelhiin


A Journey through Eastern Himalayas

(Calcutta – Glenburn/Darjeeling – Kalimpong – Gangtok – Kaziranga – Shillong – Calcutta) XE "A Journey through Eastern Himalayas" 
Day 01 (Arrive Calcutta) 

Arrive Calcutta this evening. Upon arrival you will be received and escorted to the hotel. 

Overnight: Taj Bengal – Superior Room 

Day 02 (Calcutta)

Full day to enjoy tour of Calcutta. 

Overnight: Taj Bengal – Superior Room (Breakfast)
Day 03 (Calcutta – Bagdogra – Glenburn Tea Estate) 

After a leisurely breakfast, you will be collected from your hotel and taken to the airport in time to board your flight to Bagdogra (9W-617; Departing Calcutta at 1210 hours; Arriving Bagdogra at 1310 hours). You will be met upon arrival at Bagdogra Airport and driven to Glenburn Tea Estate. Estate - a 150-year-old plantation house, situated on a small hilltop in a valley above the River Rungeet.  It is in the Himalayas at an altitude of 3700 mts (highest point on the estate) and is overlooked by Mount Kanchenjunga.  Glenburn is surrounded by 1000 acres of private forest and the working tea estate. You can enjoy a walk in the tea gardens and visit the tea processing plant or can walk through the private forest of Glenburn.

Overnight: Glenburn Tea Estate – Suite (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) 

Day 04 (Glenburn-Darjeeling-Glenburn) 

Today you will be taken for an excursion to Darjeeling town today - visit the hill town and the Ghoom monastery before returning to Glenburn. Rest of the day is at leisure.

Overnight: Glenburn Tea Bungalow – Suite (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Day 05 (Glenburn) 

Full day is at your leisure. 

Overnight: Glenburn Tea Bungalow – Suite (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Day 06 (Glenburn - Kalimpong) 

Today you will be driven to Kalimpong (03 hours), a remote hill station with the beautiful mountain scenery, oak forests and the abundance of flowers which makes Kalimpong an attractive resort.  It has been a meeting point of the once “three Closed Lands” on the trade route to Tibet, Bhutan and Nepal.  Rest of the day is at your leisure

Overnight: Silver Oaks –Standard Room (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 07 (Kalimpong) 

This morning you will visit the Oldest Monastery – Thongsa Gompa and Dr. Graham’s House - a missionary school and a flower nursery. Rest of the day is at your leisure.
Overnight: Silver Oaks –Standard Room (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Day 08 (Kalimpong – Gangtok) 

Today you will be driven through staggering mountain scenery to Sikkim’s capital, Gangtok (4 hours). Gangtok, located on a ridge at the height of 5500 feet, is the capital of Sikkim. It is scenically located and there are excellent views of the entire Kanchenjunga range from many points in the vicinity. Sikkim’s 194 monasteries or gompas belong to the Nyingma and Kagyu orders. Not only have they been influential historically in the cultural heritage and the lifestyle of the people, today, the monks still adhere to the ancient rituals in practice. En route visit the Rumtek, the largest Monastery around Gangtok. Traditional in design, it is a close replica of the original in Tibet with beautiful murals and religious artefacts. It is an important centre for Kagyu teaching. The first monastery was built in 1717 AD but crumbled to ruins, later it was rebuild in 1960’s by His Holiness the late 16th Gyala Karmapa when he took refuge in Sikkim after the Chinese attack. Devoted Lamas, robed in crimson, chant ancient mantras to the rhythm of drums and trumpets while soft light flickers from decorative lamps. 

You will arrive Gangtok in the afternoon and will be at leisure for the rest of the day. 

Overnight: Norkhill – Standard Room (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 09 (Gangtok)
Today you will explore the small town of Gangtok - Enchay Monastery – a Tibetan Buddhist lamasery, Institute of Tibetology which houses rare statues, manuscripts, thanka paintings etc and Do-Drul Chroten (Stupa).  The Namgyal Institute of Tibetology is only one of its kind in the world. It was established to promote research on the language and traditions of Tibet as well as into Mahayana Buddhism. Close to the institute is the Chorten and Monastery, a shrine surrounded by prayer-wheels. Surrounding the chorten is the Orchid Sanctuary, where you can see as many as 454 species of orchids. 

Rest of the day is at leisure to walk around. 

Overnight: Norkhill – Standard Room (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Day 10 (Gangtok – Bagdogra – Guwahati – Kaziranga)

This morning you will be driven to Bagdogra airport in time to board your flight to Guwahati (9W-602; Departing Bagdogra at 1250 hours; Arriving Guwahati at 1340 hours). Upon arrival in Guwahati, you will be received and driven to Kaziranga National Park (220 KM / 5 ½ hours). Check into your resort for the stay of 03 nights. 

Located on the banks of the Brahmaputra River in Assam, Kaziranga National Park covers an area of about 430 sq. km. It supports the largest number of endangered Indian one-horned rhinoceros in the sub-continent. With open country, covered mostly with elephant grass, Kaziranga gives the visitors a chance to see the fauna at fairly close quarters. 

A day’s outing is more than sufficient for visitors to see the major species here. As the rising sun touches the hills in the distance, herds of barasingha and wild buffalo is seen in the marshes. The most ferocious bovine in the world, the massive wild buffalo is impressive and often weighs up to 915 kg. Rhinos browse unconcernedly as the visitors pass by and an occasional herd of elephant or wild boar is also sighted. 

The grasslands are raptor country and the crested serpent eagle, the pallas fishing eagle and grey-headed fishing eagle can be seen circling the marshes. The water-bird variety includes swamp partridge, bar-headed goose, whistling teal, the Bengal florican, storks, herons and even pelicans.

Overnight: Wild Grass (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 11 (Kaziranga National Park)

Morning enjoy a game in the National Park along with the elephant ride. Midday is free for walks in and around the Lodge. Afternoon enjoy a game drive in the National Park.

Overnight: Wild Grass (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 12 (Kaziranga National Park)

Morning enjoy a game in the National Park along with the elephant ride. Midday is free for walks in and around the Lodge. Afternoon enjoy a game drive in the National Park.

Overnight: Wild Grass (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 13 (Kaziranga National Park - Shillong)

This morning you will be driven to Shillong  (280 KM - 7 hours) The rest of the day may be spent in leisure at this lovely hill station – the erstwhile capital of undivided Assam and home to the unique Khasi tribes.

Overnight: Royal Heritage Tripura Castle (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 14 (Shillong)

Today you explore this little hill station in a full-day tour…. Shillong is the capital city of Meghalaya and is a pleasant hill station, standing at a height of 1,496 m above sea level. Shillong became Assam’s capital in 1874 and remained so for a century until the seat of government in Assam went to the plains and Meghalaya was established as a separate state in 1971.


Overnight: Royal Heritage Tripura Castle (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Day 15 (Shillong – Cherrapunjee - Shillong)

Today you will be taken on a day excursion to Cherrapunjee – one of the wettest places on earth. You will return to Shillong in the afternoon and would be at leisure.

Overnight: Royal Heritage Tripura Castle (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Day 16 (Shillong – Guwahati – Calcutta – Onward Destination)

Today you will be driven to Guwahati Airport (100 KM - 3 hours) in time to board your flight to Calcutta (9W-616; Departing Guwahati at 1605 hours; Arriving Calcutta at 1715 hours). You will be met upon arrival in Calcutta and transferred to the International terminal in time to board your flight to onward destination.

(Breakfast)

*****End of our Services*****

Hotels Used

	City
	Hotels
	Website

	Calcutta
	Oberoi Grand
	http://oberoihotels.com

	Glenburn
	Glenburn Tea Estate
	http://glenburnteaestate.com

	Kalimpong
	Silver Oaks
	http://elginhotels.com

	Gangtok
	Norkhill
	http://elginhotels.com

	Kaziranga
	Wild Grass
	No website

	Shillong
	Royal Heritage Tripura Castle
	No website


Kumaon Region

(Delhi – Ramgarh – Ranikhet – Corbett – Ananda – Delhi)
Day 01 (Arrive Delhi)

Arrive Delhi tonight. Upon arrival at Delhi International Airport you will be received and taken to the hotel.

Overnight: The Imperial – Heritage Room

Day 02 (Delhi) 

Delhi is a charming city, which juxtaposes ancient and modern in the same time and space. Late morning you will enjoy a combined sightseeing tour of Delhi – visiting Jama Mosque, Gandhi’s cremation site, Qutab Minar and drive past Government Buildings.

Overnight: The Imperial – Heritage Room (Breakfast)

Day 03 (Delhi – Overnight train to Kathgodam)
Day is at leisure. Later in the day you will be collected from your hotel and taken to the rail station in time to board your train to Kathgodam (Ranikhet Express; Departing Delhi at 2245 hours).

Overnight: Onboard overnight train (Breakfast)

Day 04 (Kathgodam – Ramgarh)

Arrive Kathgodam at 0605 hours. Upon your arrival at Kathgodam, you will be met and driven to Ramgarh (50 KM – 2 ½ hours), an idyllic hamlet where the chief attraction is a majestic view of Kumaon Himalayas, as endless stretch of all famous peaks, which include Nanda Devi Trishul, Panchachuli, Nandakot, Bhartoli and Nandaghunti to name a few.  Rest of the day is at your leisure.

Overnight: Ramgarh Bungalow

Day 05 (Ramgarh – Nainital – Ramgarh)

Full day enjoy an excursion to Nainital - the attractive hill station, located almost 2000 m up in the Kumaon Hills. 

Overnight: Ramgarh Bungalow (Breakfast)

Day 06 (Ramgarh)

Full day is at your leisure.

Overnight: Ramgarh Bungalow (Breakfast)

Day 07 (Ramgarh – Ranikhet)

This morning you will be driven to Ranikhet (3 hours) – a quaint little hill station conceived by the British tucked away in the Kumaon Himalayas. Discovered by Lord Mayo in 1869 and developed as a cantonment for the Imperial Soldiers, Ranikhet is perched at an altitude of 1829 meters. Even today it boasts as the home of the Kumaon regiment. You will stay in your hotel for 02 nights.

Overnight: Rose Mount (Breakfast)

Day 08 (Ranikhet)
Full day is at your leisure to enjoy the surroundings.

Overnight: Rose Mount (Breakfast)

Day 09 (Ranikhet – Corbett)

This morning you will be driven to Corbett National Park (4 hours). You will arrive in Corbett around noon and would be at leisure. In the afternoon you will visit Corbett National Park in a game drive.

Overnight: Corbett Hideaway – Deluxe Room (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 11 (Corbett National Park)

Today you will enjoy two game drives inside the Corbett National Parks – one in the morning and one in the afternoon.

Overnight: Corbett Hideaway – Deluxe Room (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Day 12 (Corbett National Park – Ananda in the Himalayas)

This morning you will be driven to Ananda Spa Resort, a little further up from Rishikesh (6 hours). You will arrive at Ananda in the afternoon and would be at leisure for the rest of the day. At Ananda you will be under Ananda Wellness Bliss Package of 03 nights. 

Overnight: Ananda – Valley View Room (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Day 13 (Ananda)

Full-day at Ananda…

Overnight: Ananda – Valley View Room (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 14 (Ananda)

Full-day at Ananda…

Overnight: Ananda – Valley View Room (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 15 (Ananda – Haridwar – Delhi)

After a leisurely morning, this afternoon you will be driven to Haridwar Rail Station (1 hour) to board your train to Delhi (Shatabdi Express; Departing Haridwar at 1805; Arriving Delhi at 2245 hours). Upon arrival in Delhi you will be received and taken to your hotel near the airport.

Overnight: Uppal’s Orchid – Superior Room (Breakfast)
Day 16 (Delhi – Onward Destination)

Today you will be collected from the hotel and taken to the International Airport to board your flight back home (Room is available till 12 Noon today).

(Breakfast)

*****End of the arrangements*****
HOTEL INFORMATION

	Delhi
	The Imperial 
	http://theimperialindia.com 

	Ramgarh 
	Ramgarh Bungalow
	http://neemranahotels.com

	Ranikhet
	Rose Mount
	http://chevronhotels.com

	Corbett
	Claridges Hideaway 
	http://corbetthideaway.com

	Ananda
	Ananda in the Himalayas 
	http://anandaspa.com

	Delhi
	Uppal’s Orchid
	http://uppalsorchidhotel.com


Foothills of the Himalayas 

(Delhi – Nalagarh – Pragpur – Dharamshala – Taragarh – Shimla –Delhi) XE "Foothills of the Himalayas" 
Day 01 (Arrive Delhi)

Arrive Delhi tonight. Upon arrival at Delhi International Airport you will be received and taken to the hotel.

Overnight: The Imperial – Heritage Room

Day 02 (Delhi) 

Delhi is a charming city, which juxtaposes ancient and modern in the same time and space. Late morning you will enjoy a combined sightseeing tour of Delhi – visiting Jama Mosque, Gandhi’s cremation site, Qutab Minar and drive past Government Buildings.

Overnight: The Imperial – Heritage Room (Breakfast)

Day 03 (Delhi – Nalagarh)

This morning you will be driven to Nalagarh (5 hours).  You will arrive Nalagarh around noon and check into your hotel Nalagarh Fort - at Nalagarh Fort, a historic property, Built in 1421, the hotel is run by the current Raja of Nalagarh. Rest of the day will be at leisure.

Overnight: Nalagarh Fort (Breakfast)

Day 04 (Nalagarh – Pragpur)

After breakfast, you will be driven to Pragpur (200 KM / 05 hours) – a quaint little hill village recently declared a ‘heritage village’, an honour that this village more than justifies. Here one notices elegant havelis, mansions and Italianate buildings that are interspersed amongst the charming mud-plastered and slate-roofed houses that lie in blissful harmony alongside streets paved with dressed cobblestone. 

Later in the afternoon you will explore the heritage village of Pragpur and its Village Crafts Museum, the building of which is about 300 years old and has been restored by Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH). You may continue walking into the small village bazaar exploring the displayed goods with locals. In the quaint market there are several silversmiths who will quickly modify trinkets to satisfy individual taste, the village weavers will make shawls and blankets to order and tailors will make up dresses overnight.

Overnight: The Judge’s Court – Standard Room (Breakfast)

Day 05 (Pragpur)

Pragpur is strategically located to cater to a wide variety of interests and activities. The bird watchers may undertake an early morning trip to the nearby national wetland (25 KM); others may visit the small temple of Dada Siba (also 25 KM) to see wall paintings of the famous Kangra Paintings. On your way you may stop to visit water mills that grind corn into flour. Later in the afternoon you will be taken to a walk to the river Beas which flows 6 KM away from your hotel.

Overnight: The Judge’s Court – Standard Room (Breakfast)

Day 06 (Pragpur – Dharamshala)

This morning you will be driven to Dharamshala (65 KM / 2 ½ hours) – en route you may visit the historic Kangra Fort. The Fort, also known as the Nagarkot or Kot Kangra, is built on the top of a hill. The earliest extant remains inside the Fort are the Jaina and Brahmanical temples which could be dated to around the ninth-tenth century AD. The Fort, occupying a long strip of land, is enclosed with high rampart; and, the walls cover a circuit of about four kilometres. The most valuable monuments in the Kangra Fort are the temples of Laxminarayan and Sitala. 

You will arrive in Dharamshala around noon and would be at leisure for the rest of the day or you may explore the little town walking.

Overnight: Chonor House – Standard Room (Breakfast)

Day 07 (Dharamshala) 

Perched atop the idyllic Kangra valley, Dharamshala is a cool serene hill station. The township is surrounded by mountains on three sides and faces the snow. The valley and the surrounding hills of Dharamshala are thickly wooded with oak. The snow line is perhaps more easily accessible at Dharamshala than at any other hill resort and is quite possible to trek up to it. Today a large number of Tibetans have made in this salubrious place their temples, educational institutions, hospitals and art centres; everyone and everything lending a distinct Tibetan flavour and lifestyle. The town varies in height from 1250 metres at the bazaar to 1768 metres at McLeodganj – in fact, the town is divided between Lower and Upper Dharamshala. Upper Dharamshala or McLeodganj is the headquarters of His Holiness The Dalai Lama, who settled here after his flight across the Himalayas following the Chinese invasion of Tibet in October 1959. 

Today you will explore the town of Dharamshala…. You will visit The Namgyal Monastery, known as Little Lhasa and a major attraction in McLeodganj. This cathedral opposite the Dalai Lama’s residence resembles the one in Lhasa and is a 5-minute walk from the main bazaar. It contains large gilded bronzes of Buddha, Avalokitesvara and Padmasambhava. Dalai Lama often leads the prayers when he is in the residence and if you sign up at the security office, an audience with him is possible during his public discourses. The Nechung Monastery in Gangchen Kyishon has a Tibetan library with a wide range of books, magazines and a museum. The central Tibetan Administration Offices are located here and you can also attend lectures and classes on Tibetan culture and Buddhism.

From McLeodganj, there are a number of interesting walks. The shrine of Bhagasunath is a 2-km stroll. The shrine is famous for its ancient temple and also has spring which is considered sacred by the Hindus. You may undertake this walk in the afternoon returning early evening.

Overnight: Chonor House – Standard Room (Breakfast)

Day 08 (Dharamshala - Taragarh)

In the morning you drive to Taragarh. (61 KM / 2 ½ hours). — one of the most scenic and unexplored areas of Himachal Pradesh. Located at a height of 1000 metres, Taragarh is at the foot of the Dauladhar Mountains with splendid views of surrounding snow-capped peaks. Rest of the day will be at leisure.

Overnight: Taragarh Palace - Standard Room (Breakfast) 

Day 09 (Taragarh)

Today you will be at leisure and you will spend the day at leisure or you may walk around the neighbouring tea gardens

Overnight: Taragarh Palace - Standard Room (Breakfast)
Day 10 (Taragarh – Shimla)

This morning you will be driven to Shimla (247 KM / 06 hours) – once the Summer Capital of India during the British Raj. You will arrive Shimla late in the afternoon and will be at leisure.

Overnight: Oberoi Cecil (Breakfast)

Day 11 (Shimla)

Morning enjoy a tour of Shimla. In the afternoon you may go for a short excursion to Chail.

Overnight: Oberoi Cecil (Breakfast)

Day 12 (Shimla – Kalka – Delhi – Onward Destination)

Morning is at your leisure. Later you will be driven to Kalka rail station (2 hours) in time to board your train to Delhi (Shatabdi Express; Departing Kalka at 1715 hours; Arriving Delhi at 2115 hours).  You will be met upon arrival and taken to the International Airport in time to connect your flight to onward destination.

(Breakfast)

*****End of the arrangements*****

Hotels Used

	City
	Hotels
	Websites

	Delhi
	The Imperial
	http://theimperialindia.com

	Nalagarh
	Nalagarh Fort
	http://nalagarh.com/

	Pragpur
	Judges Court
	http://judgescourt.com/

	Dharamshala
	Chonor House
	http://norbulingka.org/site/visitors/chonor.htm

	Taragarh
	Taragarh Palace
	http://welcomheritage.com

	Shimla
	Oberoi Cecil
	http://oberoihotels.com


CLASSICAL KERALA
(Cochin – Tellicherry – Sulthan Bathery – Palakkad – Munnar – Backwaters – Alleppey – Cochin)
Day 01 (Arrive Cochin)

Arrive Cochin this morning, upon arrival you will be received and taken to your hotel. After a day in leisure, this evening you will be taken to enjoy a performance of colourfully costumed Kathakali Dance Drama.

Overnight: Taj Malabar – Tower Wing, Sea Facing Room
Day 02 (Cochin)

This morning you will be taken on a half-day tour of Cochin – visiting Mattancherry Dutch Palace, Jewish Synagogue and St. Francis Church. You will also be taken to see the Chinese fishing nets along the shores. The rest of the day will be at leisure.

Overnight: Taj Malabar – Tower Wing, Sea Facing Room (Breakfast)

Day 03 (Cochin-Tellicherry)

This morning you will be collected from your hotel and taken to the airport to board your flight to Calicut (IC-997; Departing Cochin at 1330; Arriving Calicut at 1400 hours). Upon arrival in Calicut you will be received and driven to Ayesha Manzil (2 hours), a small mansion overlooking Arabian Sea. At Ayesha Manzil your hostess will be Mrs Faiza Moosa who is a well known culinary expert of North Kerala cuisine and will teach you the secrets of making good, authentic curries while you enjoy the peaceful surroundings of the mansion….

Overnight: Ayesha Manzil (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 04 (Tellicherry- Sulthan Bathery)

After a leisurely breakfast, this morning you will be driven to Tranquil Plantation Hideaway (2 hour drive) near Sulthan Bathery. You will arrive at Tranquil around noon and would be at leisure for the rest of the day. 

Overnight: Tranquil Plantation Hideaway (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 05 (Sulthan Bathery)

Tranquil is a renovated planter’s bungalow in a working coffee plantation of some 400 acre, earlier known as Kuppumudy Estate. It is in the midst of plantation up a plateau; has fantastic view of the green hills around and the hosts, Victor and Ranjini Dey, are quite knowledgeable, pleasant and keen. Since the estate is huge with varying nature of topography, many walks may be undertaken within the plantation. You may spend the day at leisure or explore the estate….

Overnight: Tranquil Plantation Hideaway (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 06 (Sulthan Bathery-Palakkad)

This morning you will be driven to your next destination, Palakkad (5 hour drive). A little before entering the city of Palakkad you will arrive at Kandath Tharavad, which is basically a house in a village. While you enjoy this typical Keralan house, your host, Mr Bhagwaldas or Bugs, is always there to show you around the place or offer you the various sight seeing excursion suggestions….

Overnight: Kandath Tharavad (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 07 (Palakkad)

Full day at leisure or explore the area….

Overnight: Kandath Tharavad (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 08 (Palakkad-Munnar)

This morning you will be driven another 5 hours to the tea country of Munnar. You will arrive in Munnar around noon and check into Windermere Estate – a delightful planter’s Bungalow. 

A hill station at a height of 1525 metres Munnar offers a breathtaking view of the hills draped in folds of green carpet of tea gardens. Beyond the rolling hills discover the rich tropical forests abounding in exotic flora & fauna. It is here that you will find the Anamudi peak, the highest peak in South India. Munnar’s serene atmosphere, silver streams and pleasant climate welcomes you to have a whiff of the cool mountain breeze.

Overnight: Windermere Estate – Farm House (Breakfast)

Day 09 (Munnar)

Day at leisure or explore the neighbouring tea plantation for which Munnar is well known.

Overnight: Windermere Estate – Farm House (Breakfast)

Day 10 (Munnar – Backwaters)

After breakfast you will be driven to backwaters (140 KM / 3 hours) to board the kettuvallam, Houseboats of Kerala. 

In Malayalam, the word ‘kettuvallam’ means a sewn or stitched canoe. Traditionally they were built of planks sewn together with coir cordage, threaded through with a `needle’ carved from a palm frond. The seams, caulked with coir plugs soaked in sardine or cashew oil made the boats waterproof. The traditional houseboat of Kerala is one of the most enduring images of the backwaters - its natural, cocoon-like profile complementing the surrounding countryside. These ‘kettuvallams’, were designed to carry heavy cargo, such as coconuts and spices, and to provide living accommodation for the boatmen. Preserving their historic character and style, craftsmen have created a unique atmosphere on board, a luxurious, self-contained world from which to observe rural Indian life flowing gently by. 

Enjoy a backwater cruise, lazing in a small country boat as it meanders through the tranquil network of water canals, dotted with busy hamlets, lush green paddy fields. Formed by the 40 odd rivers that flow down to the Arabian Sea from the Cardamom Hills, this network of canals, lakes and estuaries comprises one of India’s most enchanting areas - a rural, riverine expanse of verdant coconut groves and rice paddies. The scene is idyllic and the mood - romantic. 

Overnight: Air-conditioned Houseboat (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 11 (Alleppey)

After a leisurely breakfast you will disembark from your houseboat and driven a short distance to Alleppey Beach where you stay at Raheem’s Residency. Owned and run by an Irish lady, Ms Baskin, Raheem’s Residency offers the most exclusive ‘heritage home stay’ in the entire Kerala. The rest of the day may be spent in leisure….

Overnight: Raheem’s Residency – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 12 (Alleppey)

Full day is at leisure….

Overnight: Raheem’s Residency – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)
Day 13 (Alleppey – Cochin)

This morning you will be driven to Cochin airport (1 ½ hours) in time to connect with your onward flight….

(Breakfast)

*****End of the arrangements*****

SUGGESTED HOTELS

	City
	Hotel
	Website

	Cochin
	Taj Malabar
	http://tajhotels.com

	Tellicherry
	Ayesha Manzil
	No Website

	Sulthan Bathery
	Tranquil Plantation
	http://tranquilresort.com/

	Palakkad
	Tharavad
	http://tharavad.com

	Munnar
	Windermere
	http://windermeremunnar.com/ 

	Backwaters
	Houseboat 
	http://lakeslagoons.com/

	Alleppey
	Raheem’s Residency
	http://raheemresidency.com/


From Coromondal to Malabar Coast

(Madras – Covelong – Pondicherry – Tanjore – Karaikudi – Madurai – Periyar – Alleppey – Cochin) XE "From Coromandel to Malabar Coast" 
Day 01 (Arrive Madras)

Arrive Madras this evening. Upon arrival you will be driven to Covelong (45 minutes drive).

Overnight: Fisherman’s Cove – Sea Facing Cottage

Day 02 (Madras)

This morning will be spent in leisure. Later in the afternoon you will be taken for a guided sightseeing tour of Madras.

Overnight: Fisherman’s Cove – Sea Facing Cottage (Breakfast)

Day 03 (Madras–Mahabalipuram-Pondicherry)

This morning drive to Pondicherry (180 KM / 04 hours). – en route visit Mahabalipuram. Early evening explore Pondicherry in a walking tour.

Overnight: Le Dupleix – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 04 (Pondicherry –Tanjore) 
This morning drive to Tanjore (200 KM / 04 hours) – en route visit temples of Chidambaram, Gangaikonda Cholapuram and Darasuram.  

Overnight: Ideal River View Resort – Standard Room (Breakfast)
Day 05 (Tanjore)

Today enjoy a sightseeing tour of Tanjore.

Overnight: Ideal River View Resort – Standard Room (Breakfast)

Day 06 (Tanjore –Trichy – Karaikudi)

Today drive to Karaikudi (120 KM / 03 hours) - en route visit Temple of Trichy.  You will arrive Karaikudi in the afternoon and check into your hotel The Bangala - a complex of quaint buildings built over the last 75 years, on the outskirts of Karaikudi, Chettinad's largest town. Rest of the day is at your leisure.

Overnight: The Bangala (Breakfast)

Day 07 (Karaikudi – Madurai)
After a leisurely breakfast, you will be driven to Madurai (90 KM / 03 hours). Later visit Meenakshi Temple of Madurai for evening ceremony.

Overnight: Taj Garden Retreat – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 08 (Madurai - Periyar)

This morning visit the Meenakshi Temple one more time. Around noon you will be driven to Periyar (150 KM / 04 hours). 

Overnight: Spice Village (Breakfast)
Day 09 (Periyar)

Morning you will be taken for a spice plantation walk. Later in the afternoon you will be taken for a jungle walk followed by boat ride in Periyar Lake for game viewing. 

Overnight: Spice Village (Breakfast)

Day 10 (Periyar-Alleppey)

This morning drive to Alleppey (140 KM / 03 hours) to board your Houseboat. You will embark the houseboat and cruise through the backwaters till evening.

In Malayalam, the word ‘kettuvallam’ means a sewn or stitched canoe. Traditionally they were built of planks sewn together with coir cordage, threaded through with a `needle’ carved from a palm frond. The seams, caulked with coir plugs soaked in sardine or cashew oil made the boats waterproof.  The traditional houseboat of Kerala is one of the most enduring images of the backwaters - its natural, cocoon-like profile complementing the surrounding countryside. These ‘kettuvallams’, were designed to carry heavy cargo, such as coconuts and spices, and to provide living accommodation for the boatmen. Preserving their historic character and style, craftsmen have created a unique atmosphere on board, a luxurious, self-contained world from which to observe rural Indian life flowing gently by. 

Enjoy a backwater cruise, lazing in a small country boat as it meanders through the tranquil network of water canals, dotted with busy hamlets, lush green paddy fields. Formed by the 40 odd rivers that flow down to the Arabian Sea from the Cardamom Hills, this network of canals, lakes and estuaries comprises one of India’s most enchanting areas - a rural, riverine expanse of verdant coconut groves and rice paddies. The scene is idyllic and the mood - romantic
Overnight: Houseboat (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 11 (Alleppey-Cochin)

After a leisurely breakfast you will disembark and driven to Cochin (90 KM / 03 hours). Enjoy a performance of colourfully costumed Kathakali Dance Drama in the evening.

Overnight: Taj Malabar – Tower Wing Sea Facing Room (Breakfast)

Day 12 (Cochin)

This morning you will be taken on a half-day tour of Cochin – visiting Mattancherry Dutch Palace, Jewish Synagogue and St. Francis Church. You will also be taken to see the Chinese fishing nets along the shores. The rest of the day will be at leisure.

Overnight: Taj Malabar – Tower Wing Sea Facing Room (Breakfast)

Day 13 (Cochin-Onward Destination)

Today you will be collected from your hotel for transfer to airport for onward flight….

(Breakfast)
*****End of the arrangements*****
Hotels Used

	City
	Hotels
	Websites

	Covelong
	Fisherman’s Cove Beach Resort
	http://tajhotels.com

	Pondicherry
	Le Dupleix
	http://sarovarparkplaza.com 

	Tanjore
	Ideal River View
	http://idealresort.com

	Karaikudi
	The Bangala
	http://thebangala.com

	Madurai
	Taj Garden Retreat
	http://tajhotels.com

	Thekaddy
	Spice Village
	http://cghearth.com

	Backwaters
	Houseboat
	http://lakeslagoons.com

	Cochin
	Taj Malabar
	http://tajhotels.com


Tour of Southern India
(Madras – Covelong – Mysore – Nagarhole – Sulthan Bathery – Tellicherry – Alleppey – Cochin)
Day 01 (Arrive Madras)

Arrive Madras this evening. Upon arrival you will be received and taken to the hotel in Covelong.

Overnight: Fisherman’s Cove – Sea Cottage 

Day 02 (Covelong-Madras-Covelong)

After a leisurely forenoon by the beach, this afternoon you will be taken to explore the city of Chennai in a half-day tour – visiting Government Museum and St George’s Fort. 

Overnight: Fisherman’s Cove – Sea Cottage (Breakfast)
Day 03 (Covelong – Madras – Bangalore – Mysore)

This morning you will be collected from your hotel and taken to the Madras airport (01 hour) to board your flight for Bangalore (9W-3525; Departing Madras at 1130; Arriving Bangalore at 1230 hours). Upon arrival in Bangalore you will be received and taken for a short tour of Bangalore city before continuing to Mysore (135 KM / 2 ½ hours) – en route visit Srirangapatnam. 

Overnight: The Metropole – Heritage Wing (Breakfast)
Day 04 (Mysore)

This morning you will enjoy a guided sightseeing tour of Somnathpur Temple followed by Coorgi cuisine lunch at the Gitanjali Farm. Later in the afternoon you will visit the Palace, Devraja market and city for shopping.

Overnight: The Metropole – Heritage Wing (Breakfast, Lunch)

Day 05 (Mysore–Nagarhole)

Drive this morning to Nagarhole (2 ½ hours) where you arrive around noon and check in at the hotel. Later, in the afternoon you will be taken for a game-drive inside the park.

Nagarhole National Park is an all weather park located 96 km away from Mysore. Nagarhole is part of the protected area complex that includes Bandipur National Park, Wynad Sanctuary and Mudumalai Sanctuary. The Park has a beautiful landscape of gentle slopes and shallow valleys. The largest river draining the area is the Kabini; other important rivers include Lakshmana, Teentha and Nagarhole. There are several perennial and seasonal streams and tanks, all of which drain into the four major rivers. The flora and fauna of the park include: 

The main include: Four horned antelope, sloth bear, civet cat, barking deer, mouse deer, spotted deer, wild dog, elephant, jackal, common langur, slender loris, bonnet macaque, common mongoose, small Indian mongoose, striped-necked mongoose, otter, pangolin, wild pig, porcupine, sambhar, giant squirrel, flying squirrel, and the tiger. Birdlife include pea fowl, common babbler, babbler, bee eater, red whiskered bulbul, red vented bulbul, little brown dove, ring dove, spotted dove, crested hawk eagle, crested serpent eagle, tawny eagle, Malabar pied hornbill, Malabar grey hornbill, mynah, Alexandrine parakeet, blue winged parakeet, blossom-headed and rose ringed parakeets, southern tree pie, green imperial pigeon, adjutant stork, trogon, great Indian Warbler, reed warbler, wood-peckers. Reptiles include common cobra, marsh crocodile (in Kabini river) Krait, monitor lizard, rock python, Indian python, bamboo viper, pit viper, Russell's viper, several species of gecko, skink and agamid lizards, etc.

The predominant vegetation in the Nagarhole National Park is of southern tropical, moist, mixed deciduous type with a substantial eastern portion intergrading into dry deciduous type. The upper tree canopy is dominated by terminalia tomentosa, grandis, dalbergia latifolia, pterocarpus marsupium, lagerstroemia lanceolata, anogeissus latifolia, adina cordifolia, boambax malabaricum, schleichera trijuga. The lower canopy has kydia calycina, emblica officinalis, gmelina arborea etc.

Overnight: Water woods (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 06 (Nagarhole)

Today you will enjoy morning and afternoon game drives…. Rest of the day may be spent in leisure….

Overnight: Water woods (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 07 (Nagarhole-Sulthan Bathery)

After a leisurely breakfast, this morning you will be driven to Tranquil Plantation Hideaway (3 hours) near Sulthan Bathery. You will arrive at Tranquil around noon and would be at leisure for the rest of the day. 

Overnight: Tranquil Plantation Hideaway (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 08 (Sulthan Bathery)

Tranquil is a renovated planter’s bungalow in a working coffee plantation of some 400 acre, earlier known as Kuppumudy Estate. It is in the midst of plantation up a plateau; has fantastic view of the green hills around and the hosts, Victor and Ranjini Dey, are quite knowledgeable, pleasant and keen. You may spend the day at leisure or explore the estate….

Overnight: Tranquil Plantation Hideaway (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 09 (Sulthan Bathery-Tellicherry)

This morning you will be drive to Tellicherry on the coast (2 ½ hours drive). Upon arrival in Tellicherry you will check into Ayesha Manzil, a small mansion overlooking Arabian Sea. 

Overnight: Ayesha Manzil (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 10 (Tellicherry)

At Ayesha Manzil your hostess will be Mrs Faiza Moosa who is a well-known culinary expert of North Kerala cuisine and will teach you the secrets of making good, authentic curries while you enjoy the peaceful surroundings of the mansion….

Overnight: Ayesha Manzil (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Day 11 (Tellicherry – Calicut – Cochin – Alleppey)

This morning you will be driven to Calicut airport to board your flight for Cochin (IC-998; Departing Calicut at 0855; Arriving Cochin at 0925 hours). Upon arrival at Cochin airport you will be driven to Alleppey (1 ½ hour) to board the kettuvallam, Houseboats of Kerala. 

In Malayalam, the word ‘kettuvallam’ means a sewn or stitched canoe. Traditionally they were built of planks sewn together with coir cordage, threaded through with a `needle’ carved from a palm frond. The seams, caulked with coir plugs soaked in sardine or cashew oil made the boats waterproof.  The traditional houseboat of Kerala is one of the most enduring images of the backwaters - its natural, cocoon-like profile complementing the surrounding countryside. These ‘kettuvallams’, were designed to carry heavy cargo, such as coconuts and spices, and to provide living accommodation for the boatmen. Preserving their historic character and style, craftsmen have created a unique atmosphere on board, a luxurious, self-contained world from which to observe rural Indian life flowing gently by. 

Enjoy a backwater cruise, lazing in a small country boat as it meanders through the tranquil network of water canals, dotted with busy hamlets, lush green paddy fields. Formed by the 40 odd rivers that flow down to the Arabian Sea from the Cardamom Hills, this network of canals, lakes and estuaries comprises one of India’s most enchanting areas - a rural, riverine expanse of verdant coconut groves and rice paddies. The scene is idyllic and the mood - romantic. 

Overnight: Air-conditioned Houseboat (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Day 12 (Alleppey) 

After a leisurely breakfast you will disembark from your houseboat and driven a short distance to Alleppey Beach where you stay at Raheem’s Residency. Owned and run by an Irish lady, Ms Baskin, Raheem’s Residency offers the most exclusive ‘heritage home stay’ in the entire Kerala. The rest of the day may be spent in leisure….

Overnight: Raheem’s Residency – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 13 (Alleppey)

Full-day at leisure.

Overnight: Raheem’s Residency – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 14 (Alleppey – Cochin)

This morning you will be driven to Cochin (1 ½ hour). Later in the afternoon you will be taken on a half-day tour of Cochin, the museum city of Kerala – visiting Mattancherry Dutch Palace, Jewish Synagogue and St. Francis Church. You will also be taken to see the Chinese fishing nets along the shores. In the evening you will be taken for a Kathakali Dance Performance followed by a Special Keralan style coastal food dinner.
Overnight: Malabar House – Deluxe Room (Breakfast, Dinner)

Day 15 (Cochin – Onward Destination)

This morning you will be driven to Cochin airport (1 ½ hours) in time to connect with your onward flight….

(Breakfast)
*****End of the arrangements*****
HOTEL INFORMATION

	City
	Hotels
	Website

	Madras
	Fisherman’s Cove Beach Resort
	http://tajhotels.com

	Mysore
	Metropole Hotel
	http://baljeehotels.com/exp_metro.htm 

	Nagarhole
	Water woods
	http://waterwoods.net 

	Tellicherry
	Ayesha Manzil
	No Website

	Sulthan Bathery
	Tranquil Plantation Hideaway
	http://tranquilresort.com/ 

	Alleppey
	Houseboat
	http://lakeslagoons.com/ 

	Alleppey
	Raheem's Residency
	http://raheemresidency.com/ 

	Cochin
	Malabar House
	http://malabarhouse.com 


Deccan Tour
(Bombay – Hyderabad – Gulbarga – Bijapur – Badami – Hospet – Goa – Bombay)
Day 1 (Arrive Bombay)

Arrive Bombay this evening. Upon arrival you will be received and taken to the hotel….

Overnight: Taj Mahal – Luxury Grand Sea Facing Room

Day 02 (Bombay)

Morning is at your leisure. This afternoon you will enjoy a sightseeing tour of Bombay.  The Gateway of India is the main attraction of Bombay city. The Mani Bhawan or the Gandhi memorial was once used to be the residence of Mahatma Gandhi in Bombay. Considered as one of the best museums in the country, Also known as Queen’s Necklace, Marine Drive. Juhu is a 5-km-long beach that attracts a large number of visitors on any day of the week. Also visit gardens like the Hanging Garden and the Kamla Nehru Garden and Chowpatty gives you the view of one of the most happening beaches of Bombay.

Overnight: Taj Mahal – Luxury Grand Sea Facing Room (Breakfast) 

Day 03 (Bombay – Hyderabad)

This morning you will be collected from your hotel and taken to the airport in time to board your flight to Hyderabad (9W-457; Departing Bombay at 0800 hours; Arriving Hyderabad at 0915 hours). Upon arrival in Hyderabad you will be met and escorted to your hotel 

Later in the afternoon enjoy a city sightseeing tour. The city's primary feature is the Golconda Fort, one of the least visited and most magnificent fortress complexes in India. Located 10km west of the city, it comprises a citadel built on a 120m high granite hill surrounded by crenellated ramparts constructed of large masonry blocks. A huge triumphal arch, Charminar, in the centre of the walled city was built to commemorate the end of a plague in 1591. Salar Jung Museum is one of the best-known museums in India where you can find private collections of the Nizams. 

Overnight: Taj Krishna – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 04 (Hyderabad – Gulbarga)

In the morning you will be driven to Gulbarga visiting Bidar en route. Travel to Gulbarga by surface (245 KM / 06 hours).  En route visit Bidar, You can see the fortress and its palaces, mosques, a madarsa or college and the royal tomb (Rangin Mahal) composed of glazed mosaics imported from Kashan in northern Persia, Zenana Mahal. Further in Gulbarga see Bahamani tombs, known as ‘Haft Gumbaz’ or ‘Seven Domes’ with the memorial of the four kings of this dynasty. Also visit fort of Gulbarga. See Jama Masjid, a rare example of a mosque in India with no open courtyard. 

Overnight: Sun International – Deluxe Room (Breakfast)

Day 05 (Gulbarga – Bijapur)

This morning you will be driven to Bijapur (156 KM / 04 hours). You will arrive Bijapur around noon.  Later in the afternoon enjoy a sightseeing tour of Bijapur including; Gol Gumbaz, Mohammed Adil Shah’s Tomb, which has the world’s second largest dome (unsupported by pillars), Jama Masjid, built in 1558- 80 during the Bahamani period. Ibrahim Rauza, a tomb and a mosque, is an attractive garden retreat; Mihatyar Mahal and Begum Mahal.

Overnight: Madhuvan International (Breakfast)

Day 06 (Bijapur – Badami)

Morning you will be driven to Badami (155 KM / 03 hours). You will arrive Badami around noon and will be at leisure. Later in the evening visit the Badami cave temples. 

Badami, more than anything else, is known for its rock-cut cave temples. Numbering five, these temples are over thirteen hundred years old. They have been carved out of the red sandstone hills surrounding Badami. Two temples are dedicated to Vishnu, while one is dedicated to Shiva, and other two are related to Jainism and Buddhism.

Overnight: Badami Court (Breakfast)

Day 07 (Badami)

Full day enjoy an excursion to Aihole and Pattadkal temple complexes. 

Along with Badami and Pattadakal, Aihole completes the third dimension of Chalukyan architectural centres. Aihole had an important position during the rule of the Chalukyas. There are a number of richly carved Hindu temples constructed in the 6th and 7th centuries. Some of the important temples of Aihole are Lad Khan Temple, the Meguti Temple, and the Durga Temple. There is also a small museum run by the archaeological department that showcases objects found in Aihole, mostly of the Chalukyan era. 

Pattadakal was the second capital of the mighty Chalukyans. It is a place, which hosted most of the important state functions at that time. Along with Badami and Aihole, Pattadakal is also a centre of Chalukyan architectural extravaganza. There are many temples here, mostly dating back to 6th and 7th centuries AD. Some of the important temples are of the Virupaksha Temple, Mallikarjuna Temple, and the Papanatha Temple. Pattadakal is situated some 20 km from Badami

Overnight: Badami Court (Breakfast)
Day 08 (Badami – Hospet)

Morning you will be driven to Hospet (130 KM / 03 hours). You will check into your hotel in Hospet for the stay of two nights. Rest of the day is at leisure to explore on your own.

Overnight: Hotel Malligi (Breakfast)

Day 09 (Hospet)

Full day enjoy an excursion to the Hampi ruins.

Hampi is a world Heritage Site and the erstwhile capital of the Hindu kingdom of Vijayanagar. A living testimony to the greatness of a bygone era, this ruined town is guarded by rivers and granite ridges. The travellers from Europe who visited the place at the height of Vijayanagar Empire wrote that the city was as large and as beautiful as Rome and hesitated to describe its grandeur for fear of it being thought fabulous. Most of the tourist centres in Hampi can be divided under two broad regions, the Hampi Bazaar area and the Royal Centre. 

Overnight: Hotel Malligi (Breakfast)
Day 10 (Hospet – Londa – Goa)

Early morning you will be escorted to the rail terminal in time to connect your train Hari Priya Express (Departing Hospet at 0515 hours; Arriving Londa at 1030 hours). Upon arrival in Londa, you will be met and driven to your hotel in Goa (1 ½ hours). Rest of the day is at leisure.

Overnight: Taj Exotica – Deluxe Sea View Room (Breakfast)

Day 11 (Goa)

Full day is at leisure in Goa.

Overnight: Taj Exotica – Deluxe Sea View Room (Breakfast)

Day 12 (Goa)

Full day is at leisure in Goa.

Overnight: Taj Exotica – Deluxe Sea View Room (Breakfast)
Day 13 (Goa – Bombay – Onward Destination)

Morning is at leisure. Later in the day you will be escorted to the airport in time to connect your flight to Bombay (9W-474; Departing Goa at 1615 hours; Arriving Bombay at 1715 hours). Upon arrival in Bombay, you will be met and escorted to the hotel for dinner (on direct payment). Later in the evening you will be escorted to the International airport in time to board your flight to Onward Destination. 

(Breakfast)
*****End of the arrangements*****
HOTEL INFORMATION

	City
	Hotels
	Website

	Bombay
	Taj Mahal
	http://tajhotels.com

	Hyderabad
	Taj Krishna 
	http://tajhotels.com

	Gulbarga
	Sun International
	No Website

	Bijapur
	Madhuvan International
	No Website

	Badami
	Badami Court
	No Website

	Hospet
	Hotel Malligi
	No Website

	Goa
	Taj Exotica
	http://tajhotels.com


Climate / Temperature
	City


	Temperature

	
	Dec-Jan
	Feb-Mar
	Apr-June
	Jul-Sept
	Oct-Nov

	
	Min
	Max
	Min
	Max
	Min
	Max
	Min
	Max
	Min
	Max

	Delhi
	05
	25
	12
	32
	24
	43
	24
	40
	12
	32

	Agra
	05
	25
	12
	32
	24
	43
	24
	40
	12
	32

	Jaipur
	05
	25
	12
	32
	24
	43
	24
	40
	12
	32

	Ranthambore
	05
	25
	12
	32
	24
	43
	24
	40
	12
	32

	Udaipur
	05
	25
	12
	32
	24
	43
	24
	40
	12
	32

	Nimaj
	05
	25
	12
	32
	24
	43
	24
	40
	12
	32

	Rohet
	05
	25
	12
	32
	24
	43
	24
	40
	12
	32

	Narlai
	05
	25
	12
	32
	24
	43
	24
	40
	12
	32

	Cochin
	20
	35
	25
	38
	27
	38
	27
	38
	25
	38

	Munnar
	10
	28
	15
	32
	20
	35
	15
	35
	15
	32

	Paradisa 
	12
	28
	15
	32
	20
	35
	15
	35
	15
	32

	Alleppey
	20
	35
	25
	38
	27
	40
	27
	37
	25
	38

	Goa
	20
	35
	25
	38
	27
	38
	27
	37
	25
	38

	Bombay
	20
	35
	25
	38
	27
	38
	27
	37
	25
	38


· The above temperature are general guidelines in Degree Celsius

Transport Information
[image: image5.jpg]


Ambassador

The Ambassador is the first car manufactured in India. A hardy vehicle suited to Indian road conditions. It has good boot space and is quite practical for clients’ requirements

[image: image6.jpg]


Toyota Qualis 

Excellent vehicle for treacherous roads…. Being a high wheel drive, it offers good viewing from inside. Comfortable for long journey… 


Tempo Traveller – Mini Van 

Tough, durable, pressed steel body with spacious interior with ample leg and shoulder room best suited for 03-06 pax.

Miscellaneous Information
VISA Formalities

For visiting India, all foreigners are required to acquire their VISA in their home country. No Visa is given upon arrival in India.


Currency
India’s currency is 'Rupee', abbreviated as ‘Rs’. One Rupee is equal to 100 paise. Coins are in various small denominations of 10, 25, 50 Paise & 1, 2, & 5, Rupees. Notes (Bills) are in denominations of 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 500 & 1000 Rupees. 


Foreign Exchange

Visiting foreigners can exchange money at international airports where 24-hourexchange facilities are available, through banks and approved moneychangers. Or, one may change money at the big city hotels. 


One can also change money at national or international banks such as Standard Chartered, Citibank, Bank of America, Hong Kong Bank and others in the major metro cities. Most of these have 24-hour ATMs. American Express and Thomas Cook offices may be found in major metros and tourist cities.

Bank timings are usually from 1000 hrs to 1600 hrs on weekdays and 1000hrs to 1200 hrs on Saturdays. Please remember that not all banks will exchange foreign currency or travellers cheques particularly in small towns.

 
Exchange money only through authorised banks or Money Changers. Insist on a receipt/encashment certificate when changing money. Retain all receipts to facilitate re-conversion of unspent money on departure from India. Current exchange rates of British Pound and US Dollar are: 1 US $: Rs 43 / 1 GBP: Rs 83

Travellers Cheques/Credit Cards

Travellers’ Cheques should be of well-known brands like Thomas Cook, American Express and Visa. Major Credit Cards like American Express, Master Cards, Diners Club, Visa, etc are generally accepted by large establishments, including hotels, shops and airlines.


Payments
All foreign nationals must pay their hotel bills in foreign currency (cash, Traveller’s Cheques or even by Credit Cards). This can be paid in Rupees if the visitor has a receipt to show as a proof of currency exchange. 


Tipping
It is usual to tip the waiters, porters, guides and drivers. Tips are not included in the bills, whether of hotels, transport companies or any other suppliers. At hotels and restaurants, about 10% of the bill is usually acceptable.

Electricity
In India voltage is 220 volts AC, 50 cycles, though some areas also have DC supplies. Visitors are advised to check the voltage before using electrical appliances. Socket sizes vary, so it is as well to take a set of plug adapters, available from most electrical stores.


Prohibited Articles 

The import of prohibited articles such as dangerous drugs, live plants, gold/silver bullion and coins, not in current use, is either totally prohibited or restricted. The law provides heavy penalties for the infringement of this restriction, and in some cases punishment can extend to the death sentence. Also, by law, visitors are banned from taking antiques and wildlife products out of the country – any infringement is punishable by fines and imprisonment.


Caution
The Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act bans all forms of wildlife trade. Violations of the provisions of the Act are punishable with heavy fines and imprisonment up to 7 years. Foreigners are, therefore, advised not to buy any wildlife or wildlife products or derivatives especially ivory articles, fur and skin articles derived from wild animals such as Shahtoosh.


Photography
Visitors to India find varied subjects for photography including people, monuments, wildlife, festivities, and landscapes. Note, however, these formalities, in respect of photography:

· Special permission of the Archaeological Survey of India, New Delhi, is required for use of tripod and artificial light on monuments.

· Special permission of Government of India is required for any photography for the purpose of publicity and commercial use. 

· Photography is prohibited in tribal areas. 

· Taking photographs of airports, railway stations, bridges, military installations, and from the air is prohibited. 

Visiting Places of Worship

Removing one’s shoes before entering temples, mosques or Gurudwaras (Sikh Temple) is essential. Avoid taking leather goods of any kinds (bag, belt etc) and cigarettes into places of worship, as these are often not permitted. Do not wear shorts or sleeveless tops in places of public worship. 


Insurance
It is always advisable to obtain good travel insurance to cover the worst possible scenario. Do keep a copy of your policy separately as a safeguard.

**********
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